MELENDEZ, RIGOBERTO
The patient is a 99-year-old gentleman referred to hospice with endstage Alzheimer.
The patient recently saw his physician. He was diagnosed with COVID-19, Alzheimer's disease, shortness of breath, and weight loss. The patient’s family feels like he is no longer able to get out of the house to go to the doctor’s office. They would like for hospice physician, nurses and aids to care for the patient at home. Meanwhile, the patient has a BMI of 19, weighs 100 pounds, has lost about 10 to 12 pounds in the past four weeks. The patient with a distant history of COVID. The patient continues to be fatigued, not eating, decreased weight loss, blood work indicates anemia with protein-calorie malnutrition, low albumin and protein levels. The patient is not wearing a diaper of his weakness so has become bowel and bladder incontinent and ADL dependent.

The patient was also noted to be in severe pain from head to toe complaining of pain “everywhere” and is now requiring pain medication. The hospice nurse will be able to provide the patient and the family the education they need for care for the patient at home provide pain medication around the clock and aides to help with caregiver of this 99-year-old gentleman to allow the patient to stay home and die in dignity. The patient is hospice appropriate most likely has less than six months to live.
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